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   Mu Young Lee, Ph.D.,  Santa Clara, California
 Preface to the 2007 TKC Module on North Korea
                   -
The aim of this module is to have students understand the complexity of the dilemma we face in Korea today by learning how the differences in perceptions regarding the situation on the part of the Republic of Korean (south Korea), the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (north Korea) and the United States developed over time.  Once students have a better understanding of the history and current situation they will draw their own conclusions about what would be sensible policies for all parties to pursue.  In the end we still may all disagree.  There are plenty of people who will argue that Ronald Reagan, Mikhail Gorbachev or Pope John Paul II was responsible for the end of Soviet Communism.
Recently President George W. Bush stated that the US may have to station troops in Iraq for many decades and cited South Korea as an example of a successful long term deployment.  That may have been an attempt to make an association between our current military deployment in Iraq and the presence of the US Eighth Army in Korea as a way of encouraging the American electorate that there is light at the end of the tunnel.  Although the permanent deployment of our military forces in the ROK may seem unremarkable to most Americans today, a study of the history will show that when people cite the fact that no peace treaty was ever signed between the ROK, DPRK and USA means we are technically still at war with the north Koreans, it is not merely a rhetorical or theoretical statement.  There have been several times during the post-Korean war period when tensions got very troublesome and it appeared that open warfare might start again.  Kidnappings, assassinations, terrorist acts of mass murder, and deployment of nuclear weapons were just some of the instances that could have pulled the hair trigger.  There are seemingly paradoxical times.  Times when the US and South Korea were unreliable partners for one another.  Times when North Korea secretly attempted to reach out to its enemies.  Times when South Korea, known today as an economic miracle, lagged behind North Korea on its path to modernization.   This is just the tip of the iceberg which forms the history of the North Korean crisis we face today, one of the last vestiges of the Cold War.
The difficulty with this topic is that the history is still being written, the wounds of war are still visible, the eyewitnesses are still alive and the punditry is vibrant in the various ideological camps.  The advantage of this situation is that the source materials are reasonably accessible today.  I hope that with the eventual resolution of tensions on the Korean peninsula that we will still be able to access some of these materials in the future
.  The flourishing of the used book business on the internet may help make this possible.  In any case it is inevitable that this module will have to evolve over time.   

Perceptions and Reality of North/South Korea Relations and U.S. Policy
                 Mu-Yung Lee, Ph.D. 

Introduction
This module covers the entire post-Korean War period but is not intended to be a comprehensive approach to learning the history of the conflict and its aftermath.  What is presented here is a collection of activities designed to get students to understand the complexity of the dilemma we face in Korea today by encountering the differences in perceptions regarding the situation on the part of the Republic of Korean (south Korea), the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (north Korea) and the United States.  Along the way the students will learn the history and how it shaped the perceptions of these three nations with respect to one another.  Some of the assignments can be used as part of a larger history course on Korea or modern East Asian history or current events.  You may decide to group several assignments for use a senior elective or seminar or even an independent study course. 
The Chinese, Russians and Japanese play an important role in this history but since the intended student audience of this module is American, the source materials I have selected are written/spoken in English and therefore tend to concentrate on the American and Korean perspectives.  Once students have a better understanding of the history and current situation they will draw their own conclusions about what would be sensible policies for all parties to pursue.  
Lesson Objectives
1. Understand the tension in the 50 year alliance between the US and South Korea.
2. Know how North Koreans perceive the US and American people.
3. Be able to debate an opinion regarding what the policy of the US should be going forward with respect to the North Korean nuclear standoff. 
Key Terms
1. Juche
a. What is it?

b. How did it develop?

c. How has it been effective or ineffective
2. Team Spirit Exercise
a. Who supports it in South Korea and the US?

b. Should North Korea really be worried?

3. DMZ

a. How did it get created?

b. What is it?

c. What happens there?

Activity/Assignment Ideas

A. Oberdorfer’s Time Lines
Don Oberdorfer’s Two Koreas is very much a historical account but true to the author’s background in journalism it feels like a newspaper feed.  Sometimes the events that are chronicled here seem so dramatic that it almost reads like a spy novel or script for an action movie.  The author is currently the Chairman of the US-Korea Center at the Paul Nitze School for Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University.  Readers may be surprised at how strange, tense, unexpected, violent, and hopeful the relationships between the US, North Korea and South Korea have been.  This book does not provide too many references but part of the reason is that Oberdorfer himself either lived through the events and reported them or he interviewed many of the former high ranking officials of all three nations for this book.  His access to North Korean officials over the years and his ability to uncover some of the secret history revealed to him after the fact many years later make this book very fascinating reading.
For this assignment divide the class into three to five groups and have each group assemble a 50 year timeline of one of the following topics but request that the students do not try to find out the topics that the other groups have been assigned.  Each student in the group should then take on a certain portion of the book and one or two people per group are given the task of collating the timeline for their group.
1. North Korea’s actions, rhetoric and policies that demonstrate that it is a violent rogue nation that cannot be trusted to act in a rational manner.

2. North Korea’s actions that show that it actually wanted to normalize relationships with the US and South Korea.

3. US policies or actions which made South Korea trust or mistrust the American government’s intentions.

4. Actions or incidents promulgated by individual Americans (eg. politicians, military personnel, others) that affected South Korean perceptions of Americans.

5. Incidents which affected the American government’s or American public’s view of South Koreans.

6. Collect quotations from famous Americans regarding what they said about North or South Korea.

Bring the groups back together at the end of their assignment and have each group present their specific history.  The individual stories themselves will be full of interesting twists and turns but when all stories are then viewed in parallel in their entirety the situation appears even more complex.

This exercise lays the groundwork for understanding the complexity of the history that has led us to the nuclear dilemma with North Korea today.  It is a story which unfolds over many decades with different governments and changing dynamics.    
B. Multimedia on North Korea
National Geographic has produced its own DVD with correspondent Lisa Ling, formerly of “The View” and Old Navy television commercials, posing as part of a medical charity team which has gone to North Korea to perform cataract eye surgeries.  Some of the material may seem repetitive or out of place in the narrative.  The story of the medical team, the implication that somehow this video will reveal North Korea as it has never been before, and the seemingly randomly ordered inclusion of historical details can seem choppy at times.  Watching this video gives a glimpse into how North Korea’s founder Kim Il Sung crafted the Juche ideology as a means to solidifying his control over the entire nation and how that legacy continues today.  
There are a number of discussion questions to pose to students after viewing this documentary:

1. What do you think North Koreans feel towards Americans?

2. The North Koreans have photos and posters of the ruling Kim family on the walls of their homes.  Whose faces (other than family and friends) do you have on your walls and could you ever feel about a government official the way you feel about your favorite musician or athlete?

3. Consider the scene at the end of the film where many people recover their sight after the eye surgery.  The way those people were reacting and behaving, have you ever seen anything like that in a public group of many people in one room happening here in America?  Where?  Does the answer to this question give you some clue as to how North Koreans feel about their Dear Leader?

4. Do all North Koreans behave like they are “brainwashed”?  Do you think some of them are faking it?

5. Lisa Ling was posing as part of a humanitarian medial team.  Once the North Korean government finds out that it was tricked, do you think it will make it more difficult for people like Dr. Ruit, the eye surgeon in the film, to conduct relief efforts in the future?  Is it OK for journalists to lie in order to get the “true” story?  Do you think that the people who made this video really showed you what life in North Korea is like?

C.  The North Korean Perspective
This assignment is based upon a reading of North Korea Through the Looking Glass by Kongdan Oh of the Brookings Institution and Professor Ralph Hassig of the University of Maryland.  The book presents a great deal more detailed information about the North Korean political belief system than can be found elsewhere.  Much of the research is based upon interviews with North Korean defectors and study of official documents and media reports released from the DPRK.  Even though information from the DPRK released to the outside world is tightly controlled, there is still much that will be surprising to most Americans.  Typical documentaries and new reports may lead most Americans to expect the citizens of North Korea to be brainwashed automatons but readers will discover that this in not true. 
Before students begin reading this book they should perform the following exercise:

· Category A: Name five things about North Korea that you have heard of that make it either sound like a bad place to live or a country that is intent on causing harm to other nations.

· Category B: Name five things about the current state of society or politics of the United States that are cause for concern or worry.

Activity #1

Upon conclusion of the reading assignment, students are asked to pick three of each of the five items they identified in Category A and B above.  Based upon their reading of this book, students should get a good idea of what the Juche ideology and North Korean “party line” is all about.  The students should write what they believe would be North Korea’s comments about these issues.  For example if the student has identified in Category A the 1990’s famine in North Korea which by some estimates has caused the deaths of 2+ million people, a North Korean response might be something like the following:
The estimated number of deaths has been grossly distorted by the United States and its puppet regime installed in South Korea.  These exaggerations are made as part of the imperialists’ 50 year efforts to humiliate and undermine the pride of the Korean people.  The famine was a result of a number of consecutive years of bad weather and was made worse by the scheming of the United States which has subverted the support network relationships between our nation and our historical socialist brother nations with the corrupt seduction of crass capitalism.  

Similarly, for each item from Category B, the student will construct what they think a North Korean commentary on the issue might look like.  

Activity #2

In this activity the students are asked to examine Category A issues in greater depth.  Based upon their reading of Oh and Hassig’s book, have the students discuss what the North Korean government really thinks about its problems and how it has attempted to deal with them.  Also, if applicable, discuss what the North Korean citizens’ reactions to the problems have been and whether or not it appears to have shaken their belief (if they had any) in the Juche system.

D.  Policy Debate

If your students are familiar with debate, then this activity may be suitable for your classroom.  This is a debate regarding what the policy of the United States should be towards the unfinished Korean War.  One approach to preparing students for such a debate is to cover a broad curriculum on Korea over several weeks and then have them draw upon this knowledge to debate the issue.  The alternative presented here is based upon a close reading of just two books.  Nuclear North Korea by professors Victor Cha of Georgetown University and David Kang of Dartmouth College is subtitled A Debate on Engagement Strategies.  Cha and Kang present opposing views on their assessment of North Korea.  Loosely speaking they may be referred to as representing the “hawk” versus “dove” perspectives respectively.  Nevertheless, neither of them advocates disengagement from nor forced isolation of North Korea.  They both believe that North Korea has specific rationales for behaving the way it does and therefore a sensible American foreign policy can be developed.  Ted Carpenter and Doug Bandow, both of the Cato Institute, a conservative think tank, are co-authors of The Korean Conundrum: America’s Troubled Relations with North and South Korea.  Unlike the book by Cha and Kang, which tends to use very reserved language, this book makes no attempt at presenting a tone that is free of punditry.  However it does not mean that the authors have not put forth a reasonable argument based on factual analyses.  There are certain quarters of the US government, military and intelligentsia that feel that North Korea is just a rogue nation and therefore engagement or negotiations would be a reward for bad behavior.  Punishment is the proper response in their minds.  Carpenter and Bandow, like Cha and Kang, support continued engagement with North Korea as being in the best interest of the United States.  However the form of the engagement and the underlying principles behind which these policies recommendations are made are different.  Have the students debate the following statement:

North Korea wants only what every other country wants: political stability, peace with its neighbors and economic growth.  Therefore the United States should shape its policy towards North Korea to promote democratization and reunification of the two Koreas.   
Resources

Books used for the assignments in this module:

1. Carpenter, Ted G. and Bandow, Doug, The Korean Conundrum: America’s Troubled Relations with North and South Korea, 2004, Palgrave Macmillan, New York, ISBN 1-4039-6545-5.
2. Cha, Victor D. and Kang, David C., Nuclear North Korea: A Debate on Engagement Strategies, 2003, Columbia University Press, New York, ISBN 0-231-13128-3.
3. Oberdorfer, Don, The two Koreas: a contemporary history, new edition 2001, Basic Books, New York, ISBN-10 0-045-05162-6 (pbk).

4. Oh, Kongdan and Hassig, Ralph C., North Korea Through the Looking Glass, 2000, Brookings Institution Press, Washington D.C. ISBN 0-8157-6435-9 (pbk).
Video materials used for assignments in this module:

1. Inside North Korea National Geographic Video (DVD), March 2007. ASIN B000M2E34K.  Available from Amazon.com or National Geographic’s web site.

Supplemental Books
Supplemental Video Materials:
1. Nuclear Nightmare: Understanding North Korea Discovery Channel (DVD), ASIN B000H9L6HK.  This video provides the best introductory overview of North Korea’s brief history.  It is less than one hour long and therefore is not intended to be a deeply insightful.  Nevertheless so many aspects of North Korea are so strange when viewed through the eyes of an American high school student that this co-production of the Discovery Channel and the New York Times will provide plenty of new information to most of your audience.  Unfortunately the Discovery Channel is no longer offering this video.  The DVD is only available via used media channels (eBay, Amazon.com, etc).  It is temporarily available free of charge as a streaming video on the following website but there is no way of knowing how long it will remain there.
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3787046457101273554
2. State of Mind Kino Video (DVD), 2006, ASIN B000C8STLM.  This 94 minute video follows two young teenage girls as they undergo the grueling preparations for their gymnastics performances in the Mass Games, a series of ritualistic athletic/musical shows designed to celebrate North Korea’s ruling Kim family.  It puts a human face on the mysterious North Koreans.  In some ways the two girls seem very normal.  But certain aspects of their lives will appear extremely strange, even disturbing to American viewers.  The documentary was directed by Daniel Gordon who also made a movie about the unexpected success of the 1966 North Korean world cup soccer team (http://www.thegameoftheirlives.com).  No doubt, the celebratory and positive tone of Mr. Gordon’s soccer movie was influential in the North Korean government allowing him to film the two girls in State of Mind.  This video might be the most open the North Koreans have ever been to a foreign media producer.  However, being provided access by the North Koreans means that controversial (from North Korea’s perspective) cannot be shown.
Supplemental Websites

1. PBS/Frontline - Many things are not what they seem in North Korea and there are social changes that are not documented in the media.  One of the exceptions to this is a PBS Frontline episode on North Korea.  Some information about that story can be found on the PBS website:
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/northkorea/

A very interesting transcript of an interview with the reporter is found at:

http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/northkorea/interview.html

The interview is very appropriately titled “Versions of the Truth” and the reporter will convey the sense that the story of the North Koreans is not so simple.  There is in fact dissent in North Korea and information about the outside world is reaching its citizens through underground channels.  The Frontline website on this story is one of the few American media outlets that attempts to understand the Korean point of view regarding the tensions in Korea.

Materials directed at teachers including suggestions for lessons plans based upon internet resources are also found on the Frontline website:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/classroom/2lp4b.html

Unfortunately because the internet changes so frequently some of the links no longer work.  Still this is an interesting site that you can adapt either for classroom assignment if internet access is widely available or independent study.

2. CNN Cable News Network CNN maintains two Korea websites:
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2000/korea/
This is a good site for an introduction to the divided Korean peninsula.  As typical of a news media outlet the information is collected in very small “factoid”-like ensembles.  Some of the longer news stories do provide some analysis however.  The web site is also used as part of the lesson plans from the PBS/Frontline web site mentioned previously.

http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/nkorea/index_armistice.html
Whereas the first site mentioned above is a self-contained set of pages with content that appears to have been generated explicitly for this web site, this second web site has links to various CNN pieces about Korea collected over time.
� Already a DVD which provides a useful introduction to the current North Korean regime produced by New York Times/Discovery Channel and entitled “Nuclear Nightmare: Understanding North Korea” (ISBN 743257261526)  is no longer available from the Discovery Channel store even though it was produced about one year ago.  It is available for video streaming from Google Video but how long this will last is unknown.





