Session 17

An American Adaptation of Korean Mask Dance Drama
Introduction

This group activity is an original mask dance drama that simulates an activity that can be

carried out in a teacher’s classroom.  The two plays performed were authored by teachers

and based on a traditional Mask Dance Drama theme.  The masked performers will act

out the narrated dialogue accompanied by the sounds of rhythm instruments.  Audience

participation is encouraged.

Lesson Objectives

1. To review the purposes of traditional Mask Dance Drama;

2. To simulate Korean Mask Dance Drama in a modern setting;

3. To involve students in mask-making and script writing activities;

4. To gain a deeper understanding of a how a traditional cultural activity can be adapted over time

Key Terms

1. Mask Dance Drama; 

2. t’al (“mask” in Korean)

3. custom 
4. adaptation
5. conflict & conflict resolution

Lesson Development/ Activity Ideas

1. This activity follows a mask-making workshop (Session 3) in which participants

      created their own original Korean masks based on traditional designs.

2. For the purposes of this performance, two teachers created the two original scripts used in this activity.  Students should be encouraged to author their own plays, however.

3. The “actors” dress in simple costumes (bathrobes) and an appropriate mask.  

4. The “narrators” speak for the “actors” who carry out the “dialogue” with exaggerated gestures and dancing movements.

5. At the end of each play, the audience is encouraged to express their approval and if time and space permit, join in the dancing.

Discussion Questions

1. Review: What is Korean Mask Dance Drama and what are its roots in the history and culture of Korea?

2. Why are people attracted to these traditional performances in their towns and villages?

3. What possible role do animals play in Mask Dance Drama?

4. What do certain colors (red=young man; white=young woman; black=old person) symbolize?

5. How are the elements of humor and satire an essential part of these plays?

6. How can drama be an effective way to get at important issues that are often too sensitive to discuss openly?

Materials Needed for this Activity:

For outdoor dance/ drama:

· Colorful Masks for everyone/ costumes for players (robes & red cloths)

· Extension cords

· PA system/podium (plug)

· CD player/ Korean dance CD  (plug)

· Electric logs (plug)

· Scripts for both plays  (1 male and 1 female narrators)

· “A Buddhist Monk Learns a Life Lesson”

· “Passing the Test”

· Percussion instruments (pots, pans, tambourines, drums, etc.)

· Folding chairs for older members of the audience

· Folding tables for awards

· Awards

Internet Sources:

www.armkor.com/dorea-info2.htm  Go to the link: “Korea Culture and Custom.” This article contains a brief illustrated history of masks and Mask Dance suitable for middle and high school students.  Copyright by the Korean Overseas Culture and Information Service

www.clickasia.co.kr/about/tal.htm  Go to the link “Hahoe Tal.”  This website gives background information on the Hahoe Pyolshin-gut Tal-Nori mask dance and provides six script summaries to provoke ideas among student authors.  Pictures of 10 traditional masks are illustrated

www.koreanculture.org/06about_korea/symbols/05masks.htm  Two-page illustrated article containing excellent historical information about masks and the mask dance drama and its unique characteristics.

Video: 

“Great Tales in Asian Art” (15 minute segment on Korean mask drama dance); has segments from Indonesia, India and Japan as well.  Purchase online.

 
 
