Session Four: Films About Korea



                  Peter Herndon
Film #1: “Dynamic Korea”  (approx. 6 minutes)
Think about it as you watch:

· Perspective:  Even though the film is set in the present, how many examples of traditional Korean culture can you identify? 

· Comparisons:  If the film were about the United States, what similarities and differences are there?

· Conclusions: How effective is this film is transmitting its message?  What more do you want to know about “dynanic Korea?”

Questions to discuss:

1.  As you watch the film pay attention to different techniques and images used by the film makers to present Korea as “dynamic.”  

Evaluate:  Which images are effective in your opinion?  

2.  What is the intended audience for this film, do you think?  (historians, artists, native Koreans, tourists, anyone who wants to learn more about Korea, etc.)

3.  Comment on the artistic images created in the film.  

Critique:  Which ones did you especially like?

4.  Notice some of the quotations used throughout the film such as “Korea is a country that awakens all your sensations.”  

Respond:   How helpful do you think these quotes are to the viewer?  Explain.

5.  Observe some of the blending techniques used in the film to link traditional and modern Korea.  

Evaluate:  Do these images work in your opinion?

6.  Modern Korea: “Dramatic changes paving the way to the future.”  What are some of the images of modern Korea depicted in the film

7. Spiritual elements:  In what ways is this theme carried out in the film?  Give examples.

***If there is time:  After discussion, watch the film a second time and refine your answers.
Film #2: Korean Arts and Lifestyle, Part 1  (approx. 40 minutes)
Questions to discuss:

1.  What ancient Korean rituals and practices are depicted at he beginning of the film?

2.  What is Han-gul?  What is its importance in the history of Korea?

3.   How have Koreans “accommodated” different religions?  Compare to the U.S. where we have “freedom of religion”

4.  What are some of the cultural influences the religion/philosophy of Buddhism has played in Korea according to the film?

5.  Economic development:  What events have allowed opportunities for Korea’s image to be portrayed on the “world stage” in recent years?

6.  Comparative cultures: Koreans and Chinese.  Discuss several differences in the way Koreans and Chinese approach public life.  

Evaluate:  How do their customs compare with ours?  Explain.

7.  Dance and Music:  Links between past and present.  Describe the following musical forms:

· Gut

· Nonga

· Samul nori

· Nanta

Critique:  Which of the above did you particularly like?

8.  Korean film:  Comment on your reaction to the growing popularity of Korean films.

9.  Popular culture in Korea:  What forms does it take?

10.  Explain the popularity of the “Korean Wave” and it spread to places like Japan and even the Middle East among Arab young people.

Short List of Popular Films about Korea:

“Korean Arts and Lifestyle, Part 2”  (subtitled: “The Clothes, Foods and Houses of Korea”)

“Images of Korea” (16 minutes in length) (DVD)

Excellent introductory film to Korean geography, history and culture (see attached Question Sheet)

“Tak Guk Gi” (The Brotherhood of War)  (DVD)

Poignant story of two Korean brothers during the Korean conflict.  The highest grossing movie in Korean history; also the most expensive.  Graphic battle scenes.  (see attached film review)

“Chunhyang” (DVD or video)

Classic Korean love story

